
Pastoral care

Each student is assigned to a personal tutor
for the entire time he/she spends at Abbey.
Students have a weekly meeting in a group
format with their tutor (one hour). Students
may, of course, approach their personal
tutor at any time outside of this scheduled
meeting for help and advice.

In the first year of an A Level course,
meetings with the personal tutor focus on a
variety of topics such as the UK education
system, British culture or living in the UK. In
the second year (and at the end of the first
year) there is a strong bias towards making
sure that each student makes an effective
application to university. Naturally, the
personal tutor plays a key role in ensuring
that each student makes an appealing and
persuasive application to his/her chosen
universities.

Personal tutors also monitor academic
progress, attendance and
welfare/disciplinary issues. An effective
support structure is in place to make sure
that each student is able to receive help and
advice in all of these crucial areas.

Parents receive a termly Personal Tutor
Report (this is in addition to the frequent
subject reports). These reports are more
global than subject reports, focusing on
areas such as general achievement, attitude,
attendance and, in rare cases, problems.
Parents are encouraged to maintain
communication with the personal tutor and
to discuss any aspect of their son’s or
daughter’s progress with us.

Individual Tuition

Supplementary individual tuition is available
to all Abbey students. Our students are
encouraged to seek further help whenever
they feel they have a problem with their
work. Individual or small-group tuition can
be arranged at a time suitable to the tutor
and student(s). Such tutorials are an
important part of the academic programme
at Abbey College Cambridge. It provides a
safety net to prevent students from falling
behind in their subjects and provides a
forum for students to discuss individual
problems in depth and to receive detailed
help in return.
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For entry into the very top universities,
especially Oxbridge, A Level success alone
may not be enough. At Abbey Cambridge
we offer extensive support for the following
examinations and academic competitions.
Success in these greatly helps those who
wish to aim for the highest level:

Olympiads

Abbey students have gained gold, silver and
bronze awards in Mathematics, Physics and
Chemistry in recent years. In the 2008-9
series of Mathematics Olympiads, Abbey
students gained an astonishing 19 gold
medals.

Advanced Extension Awards (AEA)*

We encourage our most gifted and
motivated students to work towards the
Advanced Extension Award. The subject
material is substantially based on the 
A Level content but questions are designed
to be more challenging. These awards are
important in enabling students to win places
at the most prestigious universities.

* From summer 2010 only available in
Mathematics

STEP and University Entrance Papers

The most competitive universities are
increasingly looking towards additional entry
tests to select students. We are able to offer
a programme to teach students individually
and in small groups for such examinations,
including Thinking Skills Assessment (TSA),
Sixth Term Examination Papers (STEP) and
the Bio-Medical Admissions Test (BMAT).

We also devote much effort to the following
programmes:

Critical Thinking

All students have the opportunity to join our
AS Critical Thinking classes. Critical Thinking is
concerned with how we provide reasons for
our actions and beliefs, and with analysing and
evaluating our own and other people’s
reasoning. It involves specific skills that can be
developed with practice. The ability to criticise
and analyse is essential for success in higher
education.

Medical Careers Seminars

A certain proportion of Abbey students are
interested in pursuing a career in Medicine and
related fields. We hold seminars each year to
help our students gain a more informed
understanding of the career. Areas covered
include new developments in Medicine,
controversial aspects, and the role and
functioning of the NHS. Seminars are also
given on applications to Medical School,
writing an effective Medical Personal
Statement, choosing a Medical School and
interview technique. Following this
programme, students are given an
individualised series of mock interviews in
preparation for university admissions interviews.

The Abbey College Summer School

The Abbey College Summer School is an
established feature of our programme. The
school runs for eight weeks each summer
and aims to help students to become
accustomed to an English educational
environment and prepare them for future
study with Abbey. The Summer School has a
rigorous set of objectives. These include a
thorough introduction to academic English
and a progression towards understanding
some of the key concepts of specific A Level
(or Foundation) subjects to be studied from
September onwards. Throughout the eight
weeks students are exposed to British
culture and institutions as a means of
assisting their integration into the UK’s
academic and national culture.

Learn Together

www.abbeycambridge.co.uk

MENU

Welcome to Abbey
College Cambridge

Live & learn in the 
heart of Cambridge

Accommodation

A world of opportunities

Courses & subjects

Results & destinations

Abbey Cambridge -
More than exams

Learn together

It’s your choice

Where are we located?

FAQs

Fees & term dates

Contact us

EXIT



The vast majority of students join Abbey
Cambridge  in order to apply for some of
the most competitive degree courses in the
top UK universities.

We treat the UCAS application procedure
with the same importance as we do all other
aspects of teaching and exam preparation.
For those undertaking a two-year A Level
programme, preparation for the UCAS
application begins in the Lower Sixth (1st
Year) with seminars and dedicated UCAS
weeks. It is at this time that students are
encouraged to begin research into their
choice of course and academic institution.
For all students making an application we offer:

• Individual discussion of chosen courses 
and academic institution 

• A full explanation of the process from 
UCAS application to university acceptance

• Detailed advice concerning the 
completion of the UCAS form 

• Specialist advice on applications to 
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science 
and Law

• Medical careers seminar programme 

• Organisation of voluntary work or work 
shadow placements.

Oxbridge preparation

The most able and dedicated students are
encouraged to apply for Oxford and
Cambridge universities. At Abbey we
recognise the difficulty involved in making
such an application. Applications to
Oxbridge far exceed the number of places
available.

As a consequence, in addition to the regular
Abbey UCAS programme, all Oxbridge
potentials participate in a programme of
further discussion and preparation.

This includes:

• Technical guidance: ensuring that 
applicants are aware of current issues in 
their chosen discipline that extend 
beyond the A Level curriculum

• Interview technique: advice and practice 
concerning effective ways of participating 
in an Oxbridge college interview

• Extra tuition: guidance and teaching 
dedicated to the extended Oxbridge 
application requirements. These include 
the BioMedical Admissions Test (BMAT), 
the Sixth Term Examination Papers (STEP)
in Mathematics and the Thinking Skills 
Assessment (TSA).
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Where Are We Located?
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ENGLAND
The UK is a member state
of the European Union.

CAMBRIDGE
Cambridge is a university town that lies in
East Anglia about 50 miles (80 km) north
east of London.

INTERNET MAP
If you have an internet connection click the
link to see the exact location of Abbey
College Cambridge on Google maps.

Abbey College Cambridge
17 Station Road,
Cambridge CB1 2JB

QManchester

QBirmingham

London Q

Cambridge Q

http://tinyurl.com/abbeycambridge
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When should I study in the UK?

As soon as possible! If you wish to study at a
UK university, this is the best policy. This
allows you to become accustomed to the
UK teaching environment and to adjust to
the cultural aspects of life in the UK before
moving on to university.

When should I apply to Abbey College
Cambridge?

We advise prospective students to apply as
soon as they can. Spaces at the College are
limited. Apply and pay the refundable
deposit in order to secure your place.

I want to study in the UK but my English
is not good enough.

You can join our Academic English language
preparation courses to improve your IELTS
score before joining an academic
programme. We have courses designed to
help students make the transition from
improving their English to studying
demanding A Level and undergraduate
courses.

Who can help me with my visa
application?

We have academic partners in your country
who can help with your application as well
as your application for a UK visas. Please see
one of our representatives to ask about
contacting our in-country partners. 

How much does it cost to study at Abbey
College Cambridge?

Please refer to our Fees page and our Fees
Calculator online for tuition and other fees.

What do I need in order to apply?

You will need to provide: 
1 A copy of your school transcript (translated

if you are an international student). 

2 For international students: Proof of your 
English language ability (IELTS preferred). 

3 Any additional academic certificates or 
awards you may wish to include in your 
application. 

4 Fully completed application form.

5 A non-refundable registration fee of £250.

6 A refundable deposit of £2000.

What happens after I apply?

After you have submitted your application you
may be invited to have an Interview (in person
or by telephone) with the Principal (or you
may have already had an interview with one of
our representatives in your country). Then you
will receive a conditional offer letter (if you
have not paid your deposit yet) outlining all
the documentation we need from you. Once
you have paid your deposit, and submitted all
the necessary documentation, you will receive
an unconditional offer letter and instructions
on when to pay your first instalment of tuition
fees, information you need about your course
of study, accommodation preferences, term
dates, airport transfer, clothes to bring, city
information, and so on.
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Which programmes can I follow at Abbey
College Cambridge?

GCSE

A Level

University Foundation 

Academic English and IELTS preparation

Easter Revision

Summer School

Does Abbey College Cambridge help me
with my university application?

Yes. Each student is assigned a personal tutor
whom they work with on a weekly basis
throughout their studies.  Students are
assigned a full programme of tutorials
designed to enhance skills and confidence.
In Lower Sixth, group meetings focus on
study skills and life skills, and students begin
the two-year UCAS (university application)
support programme. In Upper Sixth, students
are encouraged to become more
independent, developing skills which will
benefit them at university and the world of
work. They also continue the UCAS support
programme, getting expert advice right up to
Results Day and beyond if needed. If you can
achieve the high grades that top universities
demand, then we can help you to apply for a
place.  Typically we have about 30–40
students apply for Oxbridge for whom we
offer specialist application programmes.
There is specialist help for all students
wishing to read Medicine, Dentistry, Law and
Veterinary Medicine & Science at university.

Can I get to the top universities?

Abbey College Cambridge is proud of the
university destinations of its students. Many
enter top tier university destinations such as
Cambridge, Oxford, LSE, UCL and the other
institutions within the Russell Group.  We will
help you to go to the best university for you
and the course you wish to study.  Tutors
and advisors will explain all of the options
that are available to you.

What is the difference between A Level
and Foundation?

A Level examinations are recognised
qualifications for entry to all British universities
and to universities worldwide.  With an
English language requirement of IELTS 5.5, it
is a demanding course with a higher degree
of difficulty than that of the Foundation
course. A Levels are usually taken over two
years and students can apply to any university
on completion, provided their results meet
entry requirements.  

A Levels are recognised internationally as a
qualification. The Foundation course is a
shorter yet challenging course (one year)
which provides international students with a
fast-track into a UK university.  Foundation
courses are not recognised by all universities.

How often do I receive academic reports?

Parents receive reports twice a term.

How long will be spent studying each week?

Students will be in the classroom between
20–30 hours a week and will receive
additional homework assignments and
coursework.

How many holidays will I have?

Three weeks at Christmas, 2 weeks at Easter
and around 10 weeks in the summer.
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TERM DATES 2010/2011

Autumn Term 2010
Start Tue 7th Sep
Half Term Week Mon 25th Oct - Fri 29th Oct
Finish Fri 17th Dec
Spring Term 2011
Start Tue 4th Jan
Half Term Week Mon 21st Feb - Fri 25th Feb
Finish Fri 8th Apr
Summer Term 2011
Start Mon 3rd May
Half Term Week Mon 30th May - Fri 3rd Jun
Finish Fri 1st Jul

FEES 2011/12

GCSE COURSES

GCSE per subject £4,000
GCSE full course (7+ subjects) £16,000

A LEVEL

Lower 6th (AS Level) fee £19,900
Upper 6th (A2 Level) fee £19,900
18 month A Level course (Jan 2012 - June 2012) £16,500

INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION PROGRAMME

International Foundation Programme £18,000

ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Full time English (Sept 2011 to Dec 2011) £5,800
Full time English (Sept 2011 to June 2012) £11,600

IELTS / ESOL

IELTS / ESOL alongside any of the above courses £4,300

OTHER

Registration Fee £250
Deposit £2,000

Fees do not include examination fees which are charged
at time of entry.  
Exam fees and miscellaneous addiitonal fees will be
deducted from the deposit.

CAMBRIDGE ACCOMMODATION COSTS

Accommodation costs for 2011-12 have not yet been
determined but costs for 2010-11 are shown as an
illustration.

Tripos Court 
Single room £9,950 per academic year (half-board)

Purbeck House 
Shared room £8,500 per academic year (half-board)

Home stay 
Approximately £150-£200 per week 
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