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Welcome to our spring college newsletter.  
 
It has been another busy term with many students joining us in January on our 18 month A-
level course.  I hope you have settled in and have had enjoyable and productive first term with 
us. Always remember that we are here to help you to succeed in your goals. 
 
I would like to extend a warm welcome to new members of staff who joined us this term:  
Beth McNeilly - iGCSE English  
 Nick Papanikolaou - Mathematics  
David Peroni  - Tripos Court warden  
Clare Wicks - English for Academic Purposes  
 
One of the themes of this term has been to improve student lesson attendance. I consider this 
to be a very important, and ongoing, whole-school initiative. It is clear that success in examina-
tions and success in gain a good university place rests on a good attendance in lessons. Please 
join me in helping us achieve the collegeõs target of 95% lesson attendance. 
 
I would like to congratulate the Student Charity Committee on a very successful Student Char-
ity Fair.  I certainly had a great afternoon and I was very impressed with the efforts of many, 
many students involved in activities such as running jumble stalls, preparing and selling food 
and drinks, DJõing, comparing, performing and modelling. I would also mention that Mr 
Richardson, of the COPARS charity was made to feel very welcome by you and was particularly 
taken by the how Abbey students from many different countries and 
cultures worked so well together. 
 
I do hope you will come to the Charity Ball on 7th May. Tickets are 
selling fast, so book soon!  
 
I look forward to seeing you at there.  
 
All the very best  
Julian 

Guest Lectures ðDr Martin Welch  

On Monday 14th March Dr Martin Welch of the Department of Biochemistry, University of Cam-
bridge gave an interesting talk on the òPost Genomic Era and the Discovery of New Drugsó to 
Abbey College Biology students. He explained how many of the A-Levels topic relate to current, 
cutting-edge research into drugs to replace bacteria. He talked about DNA sequencing and its future 
application in predicting a persons predisposition to certain illnesses. The students found the talk 
informative and stimulating. Many of the students confirmed after the talk that it helped them un-
derstand their current topics. 

 

http://www.bioc.cam.ac.uk/ 

Welcome  

http://www.bioc.cam.ac.uk/~welch/


SCR (Senior Common Room) fol-
lowed the next day by a full day of 
competition including a practical test. 
The week-end culminated in the selec-
tion of the team to represent the UK in 
the International Olympiad in Turkey 
in the summer. Unfortunately Tiesheng 
didnõt make the final team, but his 
achievement in reaching the top 20 was 
impressive. 

 Abbey College Student is one of the top 20 
chemistry students in the UK. 

Chemistry student Tiesheng Wang has fin-
ished in the top 20 students in the UK in this 
yearsõ RSC chemistry Olympiad competition. 
After an outstanding result in the first round 
of the competition he was selected to attend 
an intensive week-end of chemistry at St 
Catherineõs College, University of Cambridge. 
Tiesheng, who holds an offer from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge to study Natural Sci-
ences next year, was treated to dinner in the 

Top 20 Student ðChemistry  
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On Wednesday 9th February 17 chemistry students, including 
six AS students, took part in the first UK round of the 
43rd International Chemistry Olympiad. The results will be 
published shortly before the Easter holidays. 

Three Abbey College Cambridge students scored very highly 
in Round 2 of the British Mathematical Olympiad, which was 
held on Thursday, 27 January 2011.  Only 29 students in the 
country were so classified. 

Place    Score    Name                   Year 

16          25/40    LIU QiLun                U6 

20=        21/40    PHAN Nhat Minh    L6 

22=        20/40    CHEN Jasheng         U6 

3rd Round Mathematics  

Senior Team Maths Challenge 2011 ï National Final  

1 st  Round Biology  

The Abbey College Cambridge team finished in 19th place out of the 65 teams entered in the National Final of the Senior 
Team Mathematics Challenge held at the Camden Centre in London on Wednesday 2 February 2011.  The team scored 
160 marks out of 180 over 3 rounds, gaining full marks in the final round. 

Abbey College Cambridge was represented by: 

Miss Le Thuy Duong (Vietnam; Upper 6th) 
Tan Jiann Meng (Malaysia; Upper 6th) 
Tang Yuchen (China; Lower 6th) 
Ying Guanhao (China; Lower 6th) 

The team qualified for the final by finishing in 2nd place out of the 25 teams entered in the Regional Final held on 11 No-
vember 2010 at the Centre for Mathematical Sciences, University of Cambridge. 

The competition was sponsored by the UK Mathematics Trust and the Further Mathematics Support Programme. 

http://www.fmnetwork.org.uk/ 
 

1 st  Round Chemistry  

On Friday 4th February eight A2 Biology students took part 
in the first round of the 2011 British Biology Olympiad. 
2,850 students from 337 schools in the country took part. 
Abbey Cambridge students achieved the following awards:  

Silver:    HOANG Nguyen Thuy Vy,  

   TRAN Thuy Trang, 

    MOHAMED Saffwan;         

Highly Commended:  SHERIF Mohamed,  

   ONAFOWOKAN Toby;                            
Commended:   ELKAWAFI Mohamed,  
   NOOR HISHAM Aina Shamira.  

Well done to all those who took part and congratulations to 

those who received an award. 

British Olympiads Results  

 

http://www.fmnetwork.org.uk/
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Staff vs Students, Round 2 

10 students lined up against a team of teachers, managers and 
wardens in a rematch of last termõs event.  The students raced 
into a 5-1 lead and left the staff staring at a humiliating thrash-
ing.  However, the staff clawed their way back slowly to leave 
the match tied.  Final score: Staff 5 ð 5 Students.  The staff, pre
-match underdogs, were ecstatic with the result. 

 

14th International Chess Tournament 

Sanzhar Baisakalov became only the second player in the 
tournamentõs six year history to successfully defend his 
title.  With arch rival Ngo Nguyen Tu Duc absent, 
Sanzhar found himself battling it out with newcomer 
Nguyen Quang Son.  They met in the group stages and 
Son won, sending out an early message of intent.  Both 
progressed through the group to the knockout stages, 
and met again in the final.  Son edged ahead and was a 
knight up, looking set to steal his opponentõs crown.  
However, the pressure seemed to get to Son who was 
playing in his first Abbey tournament: he blundered se-
verely, losing his queen, and resigned a few moves later. 

Congratulations to Jin Lizi for reaching the semi-finals, 
despite having only learnt how to play a few months ago.  
Well done also to Phan Nhat Minh for reaching his sec-
ond successive semi final. 

The next tournament will be on Thursday 7th April. 

Abbey College Cambridge vs The Rest of the 
World 

This term we have been playing live games on the Inter-
net as a team against opponents from places such as 
Finland, the Netherlands, Estonia and the USA.  We 
discuss possible moves as a group and all players cast a 
vote to decide on what we do.  Our current record is: 
played 6, won 5, drawn 1, lost 0, so well done everyone! 

SANZHAR  

BAISAKALOV  

WINNER  OF THE  

14 TH  CHESS  

TOURNAMENT  

Abbey College Cambridge Chess First Half Term  

As we were all enjoying the lessons so much, we three 
Full Time English teachers and ten students decided to 
have a private Christmas party before most of the stu-
dents would be leaving the group to start their 18-month 
course after Christmas. So we not only covered Christ-
mas-specific vocabulary and content, but also practised 
singing some Christmas Carols in the lessons leading up 
to our party. Ata from Iran went to the effort of bring-
ing in his guitar a couple of times and accompanying us. 
I must say I was delighted to see our Chinese and Ira-
nian students outside of lessons humming the òlalalala la, 
lala la laó of òDeck the halls with boughs of hollyó and 
òRudolph the red-nosed reindeeró!  

When we finally met for our party, we all shared special 
food from various countries which everyone had 
brought along. The Chinese students also surprised us 
teachers with a beautiful hand-made Chinese calendar, 
displaying everyoneõs names. The singing of our pre-
pared Christmas Carols was really enjoyable, some stu-
dents just could not get enough. 

As the students knew about my passion for singing, I 
had to promise them to sing a little solo at this party. 

They were all very well-behaved and did not laugh while I was 
singing, which I was very grateful for. Even better, they seemed 
encouraged to perform little solos themselves, so we all had the 
pleasure of listening to several Iranian and Chinese solos! John 
Rutter, Iranian and Chinese music ð it was a truly intercultural 
event!  

Not without having introduced our foreign students to English 
Christmas crackers, we all said good-bye and left for our Christ-
mas holidays. Having discovered how many gifted singers we 
have among our students, I really hope they will not restrict 
their singing to the shower. Perhaps they could use their talent 
for singing at our charity events?   Tanja Brown 

Full Time English Christmas Party   
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Charity Event 2011  

 Day of Fun in the Name of Charity 

Abbey College Cambridge has a tradition of giving back to society. Every year, students of all races, cultures 

and backgrounds gather to brainstorm ways of raising funds for selected charities. This year, we decided to 

do things a little differently. The funds will be raised through two events; a Charity Day as well as a Charity 

Ball, which will be held in May. 

Prior to the 2nd of April, which was the Charity Day, there were weekly meetings held to collect ideas and tie 

loose ends in the organisation of the event. The committee in charge of running the event was headed by 

Jaycee Sim, helped by the AS Malaysians at Abbey College. Julian, our principal, selected two charities to 

which our funds will be donated to ð COPARS and the British Red Cross. 

The word COPARS is the acronym for Childhood Cancer Organisation for Parents and Relatives Support. 

It is a local charity made up of families who have experienced childhood cancer first hand and who seek to 

support each other. The organisation was launched on the 8th of April 1994 after a 

number of parents encouraged by staff at Addenbrookeõs Hospital in Cambridge decided that a support 

group could offer a great deal to the families of children with cancer on Ward C2, both during and after 

treatment. Our money could help to buy new equipments such as microwaves and other electrical devices 

that may enable parents to take care of their children while living in the wards. 

The British Red Cross on the other hand, needs no introduction. The Red Cross offers First Aid training to 

individuals in case of emergencies, responds to disasters in the UK and abroad, finds missing family mem-

bers, tackles major health and social care issues, helps countries prepare for future disasters and provides 

refugee services. Donations are used to improve the quality of lives of UK citizens as well as global citizens 

that require our help. The Red Cross reaches out to people in need, and thus needs elaborate funds to sus-

tain their respectable activities. 

At 9 a.m. on the 2nd of April, Jaycee and her crew were there to set up the stalls and to make sure that every-

thing was in place for the event. As noon came, people started arrive. There was a food stall set up by the 

Vietnamese students, led by Jane. They cooked an elaborate spread of spring rolls, noodles, fried rice, samo-

sas, sushi and even prepared ice lemon tea, crisps and a chocolate fountain for dessert! There was also a 

drinks stall, cakes on sale, a jumble sale, a general knowledge quiz by the Chinese students and donation 

boxes everywhere for spare changes.  Our DJ for the day, Toby, kept busy by spinning tracks for us 

throughout the event. 

Besides the stalls, there was an interesting line-up of events for the day. There was a spectacular fashion 

show (starring members of staff such as Jamie, Alex and Heather!) with exquisite traditional and modern 

costumes put together by the Nigerian girls. A trio of Malaysians contributed their musical abilities in a 

medley of songs that was very entertaining. Speeches were made by a representative from COPARS and 

Toby (representing the Red Cross) to enlighten us on how the funds are allocated and used. Finally, Julian 

wrapped up the day by having the last word and giving us a stellar singing performance. 

As the day came to an end, food was sold out, drinks were finished, games were played and most impor-

tantly, wallets were emptied. Everyone gave heartily to charity, contributing to the £732 that was raised on 

that day. As we applaud ourselves for the effort and thank everyone for participating and giving, we now 

look forward to our next big event: the Charity Ball. 

Written by: Germaine Thai 
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The Fashion Show 

Charity Event 2011  


